
CHAPTER XXX

By john Mcelroy

IJUKXSIDE IX COMMAXD
TTcClclInn Stinerseilcil by the Rnnkliis

Mnjor General McCIellan Accepts Ills
Fate In n Soldierly Waj Sketch of
llnrnslile He Uecidc to Move tin
Krcilerlcfcslmrc Sail ailsmannscincnt
of ilie Pontoons

SIcCIellnnVi Plana
Again Lee showed that astonishing

Indifference to McCIellan bordering on
contempt by his disposition in Iront of
the massive army which the Union com
mander had assembled Lee separated
his army into two parts more than 40
miles from each other He left Jackson
in the Valley while he sent Longstreet
across the Blue Ridge to cover Culpep
er Longstreet was to manuver in front
of McCIellan should he attempt to go

toward Richmond while Jackson was
to remain where he could repeat his
former manuvers and if opportunity

nvrnil thrust his column in between
McCIellan and Washington destroying
the latter s communications

In making this risky division the
narts nut of sunnortintr distance 01 eacn
other Lee was entirely confident that
whatever McCIellan might determine to
tin ni cniilrt foil bv one or two days
swift marching bringing the wings of
his army together

McClellanseems to have had as little
Idea of falling upon Lee in detail as he
had when he came into possession 01
the fateful order No 191 at Frederick
His orders at this time are of a pon-

derous
¬

complicated nature as if he
were going to move great glaciers irre-
sistibly

¬

down a straight line directly
upon his objective He would move
down the east side ot the Blue Ridge
uncovering the gaps as he passed them
and receiving his supplies by the way of
Harpers Ferry and Winchester until he
reached Front Royal when he would
change his base to the Orange Alex-

andria
¬

Railroad from Washington His
own statement of his purposes reads
well but when interpreted by the light
of the execution of similar orders is-

sued
¬

in the past do not have for us the
importance they might He says

It was my intention if upon reacli
5ng Ashbys or any other pass I found
that tha enemy were in force between
it and the Potomac in the Valley of the
Shenandoah to move Into the Valley
nnd endeavor to gain their rear

I hardly hoped to accomplish this
but did expect that by striking in be-

tween
¬

Culpeper Court House and Little
Washington I could either separate
their army and beat them in detail or
else force them to concentrate as far
back as Gordonsville and thus place the
Army of the Potomac in position either
to adopt the Fredericksburg line of ad-
vance

¬

upon Richmond or to be removed
to the Peninsula if as I apprehended
It were found impossible to supply it
by the Orange Alexandria Railroad
beyond Culpeper

Again we are tempted to ejaculate
These be brave words my masters

If he had had any real intention ot
Btrlking the enemy either in mass or
detail the golden hour for that had
been when fresh troops jyero pouring
Into his ranks and Lees badly shat¬

tered and still unrecruited army was
lying only a few miles from him on the
Opequan

From Antletam to Wnrrenton
Carrying out his plan of moving east

of the Blue Ridge McCIellan had a
Tontoon laid at Berlin some five miles
below Harpers Ferry and the crossing
of the Army or the Potomac Into Vir
ginia began Oct 20 with two divisions
of the Ninth corps ana Pieasontons
cavalry moving on to Lovettsville By
Nov 2 the whole army was across and
well on Its way to Warrenton Nov 7
the army was disposed In the neighbor
hood of Warrenton with the First Sec
ond and Fifth Corps reserve artillery
and general headquarters at that place
the Ninth Corps on the line oi the Rap
pahannock near Waterloo the Sixth
Corps at New Baltimore and Sigela
command which had come out from
Washington at New Baltimore Gaines
ville and Thoroughfare Gap Sickless
Division had come out from Washing ¬

ton to Manassas Junction Pleasontons
command was in advance at Amlssville
McCIellan thus had his whole army welt
in Jiand and Interposed between the
two wings of Lees army He was in
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excellent position for striking In any
direction and his friends claim that ho
was on the point of doing so when he
was most Inopportunely removed from
command

Superceded by Durnslde
The patience of the Administration

was now thoroly exhausted Nearly two
months had elapsed since Antletam and
in apita of all the urging that could be
made McCIellan had not struck a blow
Everyone felt confident that the morti
fying experience of the past Winter was
about to be repeated and this feeling
was confirmed by tho intelligence that
McCIellan had leased a house In Waan
inEton and had brought on his wife

McCIellan could scarcely have been
unaware of what was impending The
correspondence from tho War Depart-
ment

¬

and the President as shown by
the samples given nad been strictly
official and often marked wlfh as much
acerbity as official decorum would-per-m- lt

A special train bearing Assistant
Adjutant General Buckingham arrived
from Washington on the nlgnt or Nov
7 In tho midst of a heavy snowstorm
and Gen Buckingham going directly
to Gen McClellans tent at Rectortown
handed him an envelope which open
ing he read as follows

General Orders No 1S2
War Department

Adjutant Generals Office
Washington Nov 6 1SG2

By direction of the President of tho
United States it is ordered that Mai

w- -

Gen McCIellan be relieved from the
commaniLot the Army of the Potomac
and that Maj Gen Burnside take the
command of that army

By order of the Secretary of War
E D Townsend

Assistant Adjutant General
Gen Burnside was at that moment in

the tent and McCIellan passing the pa-
per

¬

over to him said quietly Well
Burnside you are to command the
army

McCIellan Soldierly Acceptance
One of the minor characters in Mac-

beth
¬

reporting the execution of the
Thane of Cawdor says

Nothing in his life
Became him like the leaving it
So neither does McCIellan appear to

greater advantage at any time during
his whole career than he did when ho
accepted unquestloningly and without
a murmur or protest the decision of
the Administration and transferred the
baton of power which he had wielded
so long to his successor He was hard-
ly

¬

what one would have expected who
read his letters to his wife and see how
covly a few months before he treated
the perfervid talk of his supporters as
to making him dictator When Fre-
mont

¬

was relieved in Missouri there
was not a little talk among the coterie
he had built up around him as to re-

sisting
¬

it and following tho example of
revolutionary chiefs in Mexico possi-
bly

¬

Fremont himself gave some tacit
encouragement to this mutinous pro-
ceeding

¬

but there was nothing of this

PONTOONS WAT THE ARMY POTOMAC

in JloCIclIans conttuct and whatever
wild anger brokePJt among his suboi
dtnates It did not receive the slightest
countenance from him It is more than
likely that he had anticipated this man-
date

¬

for weeks and ulso that Burnside
would be his successor and It Is claimed
for him with much show of truth that
he kept Burnside with him and inform-
ed

¬

him carefully of his plans so In
case he was called upon to do so he
could serve his country by carrying
them out without a hitch

The news was received by the army
with general and sincere manifestations
of sorrow and particularly in Fltz John
Porters and Franklins Corps These
had much more reason for looking fa
vorably upon McCIellan than the other
corps which felt that the success pur-
chased

¬

by desperate fighting had been
denied them thru the failure or tneir
commander to grasji the opportunity
At Burnsides earnest request McCIellan
continued in command for another day
and he accompanied Burnside In a
grand review of the troops after which
he Issued his farewell order which Is
marked by the greatest dignity tact
andgood taste The order is as fol-

lows
¬

Officers and Soldiers of the Army of
the Potomac
An order of the President devolves

upon Maj Gen Burnside the command
of thi3 army In parting from you I
cannot express the love and gratitude
I bear to you As an army you have
grown up under my care In you I have
never found doubt or coldness The
battles you have fought under my com-
mand

¬

will proudly live in our Nations
history The glory you have achieved
our mutual perils and fatigues the
graves of our comrades fallen In battle
and by disease the broken forms of
those whom wounds and sickness have
disabled the strongest associations
which can exist among men unite us
still be an indissoluble tie We shall

be comrades In supporting the Con
stitution of our country and the nation
ality of its people

Ilotr the Supemedore Came About
Gen C P Buckingham gives this ac-

count
¬

of what led up to the actual su
persedure of McCIellan by Burnside

I was at that time on special duty
at tho War Department my office being
adjoining the Secretarys private room
On tho evening of Nov G about 10
oclock tho Secretory sent for rne to
come to his office where I found him
with Gen Halleck He told me that he
wanted me to go and find the head-
quarters

¬

of tho Army of the Potomac
and spent some time In giving minute
directions as to the route I should take
Just before I left he handed me two
envelopes unsealed telling mo to take
them to my room and having read

to seal them up I was thunder-
struck

¬

to find that one of tho envelopes
contained two orders for McCIellan
ono from tho President relieving him
from the command of the army and
the other from Gen Halleck ordering
him to repair to somo town in New
Jersey and report by letter to the War
Department Tho other envelope con-
tained

¬

two orders for Burnside ono
from tho President assigning him to
the command of tho army vico McCIel-
lan

¬

and tho other from Gen Halleck
directing hirn to report what were his
plans

Before leaving next morning I saw
tho Secretary at his house and he ex-
plained

¬

to mo his reasons for sending
an officer of my rank on an errand like
that Tho first was that ho feared Burn-
side

¬

would not accept tho command
and my Instructions wcro to use if nec-
essary

¬

the strongest arguments to In ¬

dues him not to refuse The second

trzzjO 0
i
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reason tho a characteristic one bad
very little foundation The Secretary
had not only no confidence in McClel- -

lans military skill hut he very much
doubted his natrlofism and even loyalty
arid he expressed to me some fear that
McCIellan would not give up the com
mand and he wished therefore that
the order should be presented by an
officer of high rank direct from tho
War Department so as to carry the full
weight of the Presidents authority He
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directed me to see Burnside first and
get his decision If he consented to ac-

cept
¬

I was then to see McCelllan but
If not I was to return at once to Wash-
ington

¬

I found Burnside about 15 miles
south of Salem where his division was
halted and he alone in a little chamber
Closing the door I made known my er-
rand

¬

He at once declined the com-
mand

¬

Whatever my private opinion
may have been my duty was to follow
the directions of the Secretary of War
and if possible overcome his objec-
tions

¬

It happened however knowing
asl did that the President was resolved
at all events to remove McCIellan that
I felt fully satisfied that he Burnside
ought to accept and urged him to do
so Among otner objections no urgeu
his want of confidence in himself and
his particularly friendly relations to
McCIellan to whom he felt under the
strongest obligations I met these- ob ¬

jections by stating that McClellans re- -

ON THE TO OF THE

ever

them

moval was resolved upon at any rate
and that if he Burnside did not ac-

cept
¬

the command It would be given
to Hooker who became in fact Burn
sides successor Ho at length consent-
ed

¬

to obey the order and I requested
him to go with me to find McCIellan
We returned to Salem whenco I hat
ridden on horseback thru a snowstorm
and I had my locomotlvo fixed up tin
same evening and on it we proceede
about live miles up the railroad to Mc-
Clellans

¬

camp About 11 oclock wo
found him alone in his tent cxamininr
papers and as we both entered togethei
he received us in his usual kind nd
cordial manner

My task was not only a painful one
but particularly distasteful to mo in
view of my friendly feelings for Mc-
CIellan

¬

But as the blow had to come
I was glad that it was not to be given
thru an unkind hand and in a mortify-
ing

¬

way Gen McCIellan has himself
borne testimony to the kind manner in
which I communicated tho order and 1

can bear testimony to his prompt and
cheerful obedience to It
The Feeling In the Army of the loloinoc

Gen James F Rusllng in his Inter-
esting

¬

Men and Things I Saw in Civil
War Days says

This change of our commanders It
must be admitted whs not altogethor
satisfactory and there was some tall
of making Gen McCIellan military dic-
tator

¬

and of marching upon AVaslilng
ton and taking possession of tho Gov-
ernment

¬

and of pitching Lincoln and
his Cabinet and Congress Into tho Po-
tomac

¬

etc But this was confined to n
few favorites and feather heads of
Little Macs tho army as a whole was

thoroly loyal and duly evaporated with
the early departure of Gen McCIellan
for the historic lines of Trenton N J
It must be confessed Gen Burnside was
not welcome to us but wo accepted him
and awaited his orders as the best Mr
Lincoln could do under the circum- -
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stances He had served creditably at
tho first Bull Run and won distinction
at Roanoke Island without much real
fighting or actual generalship and had
just fought bravely at Antletam if not
very skilfully And here ho was now
In command of tho Army of the Poto-
mac

¬

125000 strong a Job requiring
first class brains Now what was to be
done and how was he to do It

Burnside sat still a few days studying
the situation and gathering up tho reins
and then suddenly decided to changu
tho plan of campaign and make a dash
at and beat Leo Into
Richmond that way It was not a bad
move and held the potency and prom

ise of success If rapidly executed But
Lee beat him fn tfic foot race to ¬

and soon had his ragged
Confederates in n stronger rjosition than
even at and elsewhere
there with tho broad and unfordable
itappanannocHi flowing between us

Again Gen Rusling says
Of course fe had to have our in-

evitable
¬

review and Burnside portly
and handsome smiling and courteous
with mustache and
beautifulr white teeth but without dash
or grip int his face sat erect on his
dark brown bobtail horse while 100000
of us matched past scanning him close
ly I donnot think there was an officer
or a mani of us that felt safe In his
nanus But we were there to obey or
ders andi todQand die If need be for
the Union

I2illmne of McCIellan
In this connection it may bo interest ¬

ing to give tho estimates of McCIellan
as a commafider by three able critics
who judge him from quite different
standpoints

William Swlnton In his history or
the Army of tho Potomac says

The military character of McCIel-
lan

¬

will not be difficult to define How-

ever
¬

much it is yet obscured by mali
cious detraction on the ono hand or
oiina aumiraiionon me oiner lie was
assuredly not a great General for he
had the pedantry of war rather than
tho inspiration of war His talent was
eminently that of the Cabinet and his
proper place was in Washington where
lie should have remained as General-in-Chi- ef

Here his ability to plan cam-
paigns

¬

and form large strategic com-
binations

¬

which was remarkable would
have had full scope and he would have
been considerate and nelpful to those In
the field But his power as a tactician
was much Inferior to his talent as a
strategist and he executed less boldly
than he conceived not appearing to
know well those counters with which a
commander must work time place and
circumstance Yet he was improving in
this regard and was like Turenne of
whom Napoleon said that he was the
only example of a General who grew
bolder as he grew older

To Gen McCIellan personally it was
a misfortune that he became so promi-
nent

¬

a figure at the commencement of
he contest for it was inevitable that
h first leaders should be sacrificed to
he Nations Ignorance of war Taking

this Into account estimating both what
he accomplished and what he failed to
accomplish in tho actual circumstances
of his performance I have endeavored
In the critique of his campaigns to
strike a just balance between McCIellan
and history Of him it may bo said
that If he docs not belong to that fore
norft category of commanders made up
f those who have always been success
ul and including but a few Illustrious
lames neither does ho rank with that
nimerous class who have ruined their
irmles without flgnting Ho ranges
vlth that middle category of merltori
us commanders who like Sertorious
Vallensteln and William of Orange
jeserally unfortunate In war yet were
n the words of Marmont never de
troyed nor discouraged but were al
vays able to oppose a menacing front
nd make the onemy pay dear for what

io gainetLJ
Prof MI3hieosnys
But while his service of information

vas tho surpris
ng thing fa that a commander possoss
ig the logical arid analytic mind of Ma-

gellan
¬

shotfld irot have clearly seen how
ittcrly impossible It was for the Con
ederate Government to arm and equip
rmies of the magnitude ho assumed it
o have whenaihe United States Gov
rnincnt fwltlrttll Its bountiful sources
f no more This un-
countable- weakness In McClellans

nental equipment is always soconspicu
iiisly In tivldende that its influence Iri
he formation At his plans of campaign
ir In his dispositions for battle can nev
r be Ignored M Reacting against th
Ictates of sound reason the emotional
nd Imaginative side of his nature uh
uly affected hli Judgments with vac 1

ating indecision accentuated his con
titutional timidity as a commander

weakened his determination by strength
ening ins pruuence and eventual
obbed him of the fruits of victory a
he supreme moment Continually ap
ilying for and nroinlsinr
hat he would follow their arrival with
josltivo performance his failure t
nakc good his promise served to makt
nore manifest his Incapacity to handli
vith success the great army committed
o his charge Ah notable instances ana
pcctaiiy illustrative of this purtlcula
rait compare the promises made with
cgard to Franklins Division at York
own nnd McCalls Division on the

with the delay and
liange of purpose after their arrival

Thc so more prominent military dc
Iclench s were undoubtedly the princi
pal causes or sicCIelJans failure as a

General they were In
lerent in his nature for they exhibited
hemselvcs in every position where great

rested upon him Op
losing commanders quickly detected
their existence and took them into con
sideration in forming their plans of
ampalgn whon operating against him
is is markedly illustrated by Lee h bold
ipenlng of tho Seven Days battles and
the chances he assumed
n so widely separating the component
irts of his army In the beginning of

inn Maryland campaign
Gen F W Palfrey in The Antie- -

am and says in
speaking of McCIellan

These pages contain many outspoken
-r- iucl-sms of his military career They
aro tho expression of conclusions ar
rived at with deliberation by one who
began ns a passionate enthusiast for
him who has made his campaigns the
Mibjeet or much study nnd thought and
who has sought only to compare tho
facts of those campaigns with tho es- -
nblished principles of the military art

There is no occasion to repeat thoc
criticisms here but it may b- well lo
add to thorn what the writer has said
In another place in print that there
was in McCIellan a sort of incapacity of
doing anything till an Ideal complete
ness of preparation was reached and
that tho prevalence of tho Commander- -
in Chief idea was always pernicious to
him so that from first to last he never
made his personal presence felt on a
battlefield With tlie filrtlier remark
that he seems to have been totally de
void of tho ability to form a Just esti ¬

mate of the numerical strength of his
opponent our adverse criticisms come
to an end dnd it Is a relief to keep si ¬

lence no longer from good words
It is little to say that his character

was reputable but It is truo Ho was
a courteous gentleman Not a word was
ever said against his way or llfo nor Ills
personal integrity No orgies disgraced
headquarters whllohG was in command
His capacity and energy as an organizer
aro universally rdcognlzed He was an
excellent strategist nnd In many re ¬

spects an cSccllcilt soldier Ho did not
use his own troops with sufficient
promptness thoroness and vigor to
acinove great anu uecisive results but
lie was oftener successful than unsuc-
cessful

¬

with them and ho so conducted
affairs that they never suffered heavllv
without inflicting heavy loss upon their
adversaries

ftcn A 13 Ilurualde
The Army of tho Potomac felt as a

whole very kindly disposed toward Its
new commander But little was known
about Gon Burnside but that llttla was
generally in his favor Ho had always
been a man of affable superficially ge¬

nial nature witljout any strong convic¬

tions or and no self-seeki-

to bring him into conflict with his
colleagues

Ambrose Everett Burnside was born
at Liberty Ind May 23 1824 and had
the average history of boys growing up
In what was then the far West He was
given an appointment to the Military
Academy and graduated 18th in the
class of 1847 As there wore 38 In this

ir- -

-
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Commanding
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predilections

Mow is Your Blood

If you lack strength are nervous
have no appetite dont sleep well get
tired easily your blood Is in bad condi-
tion

¬

You cannot be strong without pure
rich blood Hoods Sarsaparilla makes
good rich blood and keeps It good

DTSDensIa For Alx months mr system was out
of order iriUi dyspepsia and Impure blood Spent lots
oi money in vain nut 11001 3 barsaparuia curea me
Jos 8 Zauba Genoa Neb

Had No APnellle Iwo troubled wtthdyspep- -
staand hart no appetite I bad a feint feellnE after
eatlnz My constitution tran nil run down but ilood s
fvirtnparllla bas fully rellered me Fiorexck
Stowh bnldcrvllle Wisconsin

Weabneaa I bleu the dav Iheard of Hoods
Saraiparllla as It cured me of extreme weakne ts
aner grip bum my nusDanu up aner pneumonia ana
eurea eczema ana Diooa potsoninjr in our cnuaren1
Mn H A DtlwonTir Box 4 Embrceyllle Fa

Hood s Sarsaparilla Is sold every
where In the usual liquid or in tablet
form called Sarhalabs 100 Doses Ono
Dollar Prepared only by

C I Hood Co Lowell Mass

class and It contained a number who
afterwards rose to prominence his
academic standing would seem to imply
more than average ability Above him
in the class were Gens Willcox John S
Mason James B Fry and Horace B
Gibson of the Union army and A P
Hill of the Confederate Below him
were Gens John Gibbon R B Ayres
Charles Griffin Thomas H Nelll W Vf
Burns E F Viele Lewis C Hunt of
the Union army and Henry Heth of
tho C S A Upon graduation Burnside
was assigned to tho artillery and saw
some service In the Mexican War He
was awhile on duty against the Indians
in New Mexico and was wounded in a
skirmish For a year he was Quarter-
master

¬

of tho Mexican Boundary Com-
mission

¬

and then went into garrison at
Fort Adams R I The direction of the
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military mind at that time was toward
breech loading weapons and Burnside
invented a system which he succeeded
in having patented and resigning from
the army organized a company for the
manufacture of weapons according to
his models The principal feature of
this was a brass cartridge with a hole
n the rear to receive the spark from
lie cap This hole was covered with

tissue paper and the cartridge failed
o ignite often enough to make tho arms

unreliable
The company carried on from 1853 to

1S5S when it suspended and then
Durnside entered the employ of tho
Illinois Central Railroad of which Me

lellan was President as cashier of the
land department Ho gave satisfaction
a this place and was promoted to
Treasurer of the Illinois Central Rail
--pad In which position the opening of
he war found him The Governor of
thode Island AVllliam Spracue re
itifred his services and appointed him
olonel of he 1st R J with which he

narched to join Gen Pattersons com
mand In the Shenandoah Valley Hi
vas soon promoted to the command of
i brigade with which lie took part In
lie first battle of Bull Run was ap
lolntcd Brigadier General of Volunteers

ug G 1861 when his next service was
n preparing and leading the expedition
vliich successfully attacked Roanoke
Island and got possession of the Nosth
arollna Sounds He was recalled from
here with his troops to reinforce Me-

ridian
¬

and by him placed in command
it the right wing of the army For his
asy success In North Carolina Burn

Mde was promoted to Major General of
volunteers as early as March 18 1862
which gave him precedence over the
Major Generals who were given their
rank on account of the operations later
n the Summer In fact Burnside out

ranked all the Major Generals of Vol-
unteers

¬

except Dix Banks Butler
Hunter T D Morgan E A Hitchcock
U S Grant and Irvln McDowell This
pronounced seniority together with his
noderate abilities was a constant trou-
ble

¬

to himself and the Administration
tince it gave him precedence over men
who had achieved much more made It
difficult for him to serve under them

Rosecrans for example and thus
stood In tho way of assignment to duty
proportionate to his capacity Tho bril
liant fighting of his men at South Moun
tain gave him much reputation which
he did not Improve upon at Antletam

After his Fredericksburg campaign
longer association with the Army of the
Potomac and the cliques hostile to him
was uncomfortable tho he was anxious
to serve his country In May 1863 he
was assigned to the command of tho
Department of the Ohio and took with
him two divisions of his corps This
was to carry out an object very clear tu
President Lincolns heart in relieving
the loyal East Tennesseeans from the
persecutions of their Confederate op¬

pressors
The campaign of East Tennessee was

carried out with fair ability but Burn ¬

side did not act with the promptness
expected in going to the assistance of
Gen Rosecrans at Chattanooga He was
besieged at Knoxville but was relieved
by the approach of Sherman He did
not give satisfaction to the Administra ¬

tion in Independent command was re-
lieved

¬

from the command of the De-
partment

¬

of the Ohio and rejoined the
Army of the Potomac where hii rank
was much In the way as he could not
serve under Gen Meade who wa 3 sev¬

eral months his junior us a Major-Gener- al

of Volunteers Consequently Gon
Grant had to duplicate his orders to
Meade and to Burnside His career ter-
minated

¬

with the Petersburg Minn fias ¬

co for which ho was held responsible
tho somewhat unjustly that is his
plans were better than those which
Meade had substituted for them but he
fallowed no energy or ability In personal
management of tho affair to a success ¬

ful Issue He offered to resign which
the President refused to allow but gave
Iilm leave of absence and he was rot
again called Into active service He re ¬

signed April ID 1S6G and returned to
Rhode Island where lie was fleeted
Governor for two successive years In
1875 lie was elected to the Sonato and
held a scut there until his loath In
1SS1

Iteoi KiinUIni the Army
On assuming command of the army

Burnside found It to consist of the great
muss of 127574 effectives This im ¬

mense force which was probably great ¬

er than any commander in history had
ever been able to actually put into bat-
tle

¬

would have been under an ener
getic commander capable of marching
directly to Richmond In spite of any
thing that the Confederate army could
do Burnsides first step was to change
the formation of the army so as to re-
lievo

¬

his headquarters of much detail
and he divided his forces into three
Grand Divisions each composed of two
corps makinsr in effect three smaller

JgymttSrV77leZhitPJ

armies of from 2000 to 43000 men
each In many cases such as leaves
of absence discharges etc these Grand
Divisions were to report directly to
Washington The left Grand Division
or Wing was given to Gen Franklin
and consisted of the Flrrt arid Sixth
Corps the former commanded by Gen
John F Reynolds and tho latter by W
F Baldy Smith The Third Corps
commanded by Stoneman and the Fifth
Corps by Butterfield constituted tho
Center under Gen Joe- Hooker while
the Right Wing was commanded by
Sumner who had the Second Corps un-
der

¬

Couch and the Ninth Corps under
Willcox Fitz John Porter had been re-

lieved
¬

from command of the Fifth Corps
and ordered before a court martial
when the command of the corps fell to
Butterfield

en Ilurnilde llnn
The order which placed Burnside in

command of the army directed him to
Immediately submit his plan ot opera
tions to Washington The plan which
ho submitted did not meet with Hal
lecks approval and the latter went at
once to Burnside to discuss the matter
with him There were two evident
courses for the Union army to pursue
one was to press down upon Culpeper
Orango Court Houo and Gordonsville
using the Orango Alexandria Railroad
as a base of supplies and keeping Lees
army so busily employed Jhat It could
not get away to make a diversion upon
Washington The other plan was to ad
ance from Fredericksburg with the

base of supplies at Aquia Creek This
would be shorter and more easily pro-
tected

¬

than tho other line but It did not
interpose the Union army between Lee
and the Capital It left the wide plains
of Manassas open for a flank movement
Burnside proposed to leave Lee at Cul
peper march down the Rappahannock
to Falmouth and thence cross the river
to Fredericksburg Tills plan had much
to recommend It if it had been executed
with commendable promptness It in-
volved

¬

however and this was a fatal
involvement that tho pontoons should
arrive at Aquia Creek simultaneously
with the arrival of the army at Fal
mouth and that they should be hurried
across the Ptninsula so that the army
could immediately cross the Rappahan
nock and take position on the hights
behind Fredericksburg

Gen Halleck had approved of the
plan upon which McCIellan was acting
when relieved of marching on Culpeper
and thence to Gordonsville Burnside
however was wedded to the Fredericks
burg plan and Halleck left him after
having given authority for him to make
every preparation for that plan He
promised that he would do all possible
to aid In It and to bring the President
to approve it The President with his
strong common sense saw that the Cul- -
peper Orange Court H use route was
Lac preferable one but he at length ac-
ceded

¬

to Burnsides Idea on condition
that the plan should be promptly car-
ried

¬

out This was all essential
The pontoons were now coming to

play a most unhappy part Nov 6 Mc-
CIellan

¬

had ordered Xils pontooniers to
take up the bridges at Berlin below
Harpers Ferry and carry them to
Washington At Warrenton Nov 12
Halleck had repeated this order him
self and Burnside had naturally every
reason to believe that the pontoons
would certainly be at Aquia Creek when
the heads of his columns arrived at Fal-
mouth

¬

Alas he knew llttlo of Hal
leck Halleck assumed that his order
being given the pontoons passed under
Burnsides orders and he Halleck did
not bother any more about them while
Burnside seems to have been expecting
iiancck to jook alter the boats for him

No I Tort to Co onerate
Between the two Gen Woodbury who

commanded the Engineer Brigade re-
ceived

¬

no specific orders and no urging
as to the necessity of being-- on time at
Aquia Creek Woodbury went beyond
his duties In calling-upon-Hallecl- Nov
14 to say that he had learned that the
arrival of tho pontoons was expected lo
coincide with that of the army at Fal-
mouth

¬

If this was the case since noth-
ing

¬

had been done to hurry forward
the pontoons the march of the army
should be delayed at least five days in
order to enable the pontoons to be on
time Halleck refused to grant this de-
lay

¬

but he neglected to give Woodburv
any positive instructions or to inform
Burnside of the trouble

No steps wer6 taken to hasten for-
ward

¬

the all essential pontoons The
pontoniers arrived In Washington Nov
15 with 48 boats and equipages which
were the next day placed in tow of a
steamer that finally brought them into
anchorage at Aquia Creek on the 18th

No Federal soldier had as yet appear-
ed

¬

on that side and the pontoniers who
accompanied the boats were obliged on
landing to disperse a few Confederate
troopers who were watching them But
these boats were useless without thewagons especially detailed for trans-
porting

¬

them and when they reached
Belle Plaine these wagons were still In
Washington Burnside having answered
for the safety of the road it had been
determined to wagon a portion of the
equipages to Fredericksburg but un
fortunately Instead of forwarding a set
of planks forming a complete equipage
irom cacn direction the vehicles and
nearly all the materials appertaining to
the 48 pontoons which had come down
the Potomac were sent with the 20
boats that had to follow the land route
The departure of this convoy under the
supervision of Capt Spauiding was sub
Jccted to all sorts of delays At the
relay stations there were no teams in
readiness for this service tho orders
necessary to collect them had not been
issued It became necessary to take
unbroken horses to unpack hundreds of
boxes containing harness and to engage
drivers so mat the convoy instead ot
leaving on the 16th was not able to
start until the 18th Then came the
rain swelling the streams and breaking
up tne roads tne wagons overloaded
and drawn by wretched teams moved
on slowly and on tho 22d they had not
proceede i beyond the village of Dum-
fries

¬

It would have required three
weeks to reach Falmouth at this rate of
traveling Capt Spauiding sent to
Washington for a steamer which came
to meet him at the entrance of the Oc- -
coquan into the Potomac Rafts were
constructed upon which were placed
all the vehicles as well as the rest of
tho materials and the steamer taking
them in tow brought them to Belle
Plaine on tho evening of the 24th The
animals which had started at speed on
the morning of the 23d arrived there
about the same time On the 25th the
three equipages again placed upon tilt
wagons left Belle Plaine and finally
reached Falmouth

To be continued

io Pa Ij A Itexenea
Editor National Tribune If not too

much trouble would like a short his-
tory

¬

of tho 1st Pa L A Reserves A
F Burns McDonald Pa

The 1st Pa L A Reserve Corps was
organized with eight batteries at Phil-
adelphia

¬

Aug 5 1S61 Tho first Colonel
was Charles T Campbell who resigned
Feb 8 1S62 and was succeeded by Col
Robert M West who in April 1S64
became Colonel of the 5th Pa Cav
The different batteries were assigned to
various commands never served to-
gether

¬

and had quite varying histories

Do People
Shun You

ON ACCOUNT OF PODL BREATH
FROM CATARRH

THEN READ BELOW

My My Wbnt n Ilrentb Why Doaf
Von Have Uaunn Cure

That Catarrhf
If you continually khawk and spit

and there is a constant dripping from
the nose Into the mouth If you hav
foul disgusting breath you have Ca-
tarrh

¬

and I can cure It
AH you need to do Is simply this Fill

out coupon below
Dont doubt dont argue You have

everything to gain nothing to lose by
doing as I tell you I want no money
just your name and address

FREE
ThL coupon i cond for one trial packa of

Ganas Combined CaLirrh Cure mailed free In
plain package- - Mmpty fill In your name and
address on dotted lines below ail mall to

C K 1AISS 2110 Main Mlreet
Marshall Mich

Batteries C and D were consolidated In
October 1863 and a new battery C
was organized in December 1864 Bat-
teries

¬

A B H D E F and G were
mustered out except their veterans and
recruits at different times In the early
Summer of 1S64 A new battery I
was organized with an attempt to fill
the others up with recruits The regi-
ment

¬

was mustered out by batteries at
different dates In 1863 Battery E be¬

ing the last to go out which It did on
July 20 The regiment as a whole lost
S9 killed and 139 from disease etc
Editor National Tribune

Only One IIROJIO QCIXttfE
That Is LAXATIVE BR010 QUININE Loolc
ror tne signature or Ji vr grove Used tho
World OTer to Cure a Cold in Oce Day 23c

The 117th X V
Editor National Tribune I have

watched 3our paper for a history of tha
117th N Y but have so far been dis ¬

appointed Will you please publish a
short history of that command S F
Putney Cleveland N Y

The 117th N Y was a fighting regi- -
ment and organized in Oneida County
in August 1862 Its first Colonel was
William R Pease a Regular Army offi
cer who became a Brigadier General
and was succeeded In turn by Cols Al- -
vln White and Rufus Daggett the latter
being also brevetted a Brigadier-Ge- n

eral It belonged to Curtiss Brigade
Turners Division Tenth Corps and lost
neavily in the righting around Peters
burg and Richmond Out of an enroll
ment of 1445 It lost 136 died of dis¬

ease of whom 19 perished In prison
The end of the war found it at Raleigh
N C where it was mustered out Jung
9 1865 Editor National Tribune

PIIKS ITRFD IX 6 TO 11 DtT
PAZO OINTMENT Is miaranteed to cure anr

case of Itchln Blind Bleedlns or Protnidln
Pile In 0 to 11 days or money refunded soc

Pay of IVoa Coiuiulasloneil Officer
Editor National Tribune What is

the pay of non commissioned officers
upon time of retirement after 25 years
service J J Donovan Carrollton
Wash

There are so many different classes
of non commissioned officers that It
would take quite a table to set forth
their varying rates of pay A Sergeant
in the artillery cavalry or infantry gets
SIS for the first two years 519 tha
third year 29 the fourth year and 21
and re enlistment pay of 2 a month
more for the fifth year He gets 25 a
month after 15 years continuous ser- -
vice 26 after 20 years continuous ser
vice and 2i after 25 years continuous
service and 28 after 30 years contin-
uous

¬

service On the retired list the
clothing and rations of all ranks are
commuted at 950 a month Editor
National Tribune

IF THOSE WHO SUFFER WITH

F I TS
Will write to me I will tell them how
they can be rulleved of this terrible dis ¬

ease
I will send the names of hundreds who

have been cured and a booklet describ-
ing

¬

th disease and how it Is treated
successfully

I have devoted 30 years to treating
BpIIepy and there are few cases that
my treatment will not cure If you are
a sufferer ot- - know of one write me at
once My advice and book is free

DR W TOWNS MEDICAL CO
FOND DU LAC WIS

Alphabetical list of Battles
With Date from 1754 to 1000

Or Encyclopaedia of the Wars

FROM OFFICIAL RECORDS
The PENSION 1IUHEAU uses it to de ¬

termine dates of battles and incidents of
Hie various wars

Any ona of the 8220 battles skir¬
mishes and other Incidents or the Civil
War or ot the 1251 engagements of tho
spanWIi War with losses In each can
be referred to as easily as to a word In
the dictionary

It coaileaiteH Into one book of 233
aces practically all the knowledge of

the various nan
All nrlnelnul events are civru as thr

occurred from day to day this Is ivortb
the iirico oi wic uuu

It gives a list of Pension ratings U
S Pension Agencies Soldiers Homes
Camps National Cemeteries and Number
of Troops furnished by States In fact
it Is a Dictionary ot inioruiallon of tha
varous war

Cloth binding 100 sent prepaid
If you are not pleased with the book

return It and get your money
Address N A STItAIT

S17 F Street N VV Waalilnstoa XI C

BOUNTY PENSIONS
New bounty Inw nnd decUlutit additional bonnty act of July 23 136G collectable officers tax rofanl

nbtoetcctc Scml fwrrlrriilsr JIrentlllrt to collect
PENSIONS FOR HEIRS GIVEN SPECIAL ATTENTION
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n raf a n Inlnli M 231 Tlie Arcnrtc CIcliii
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